
Community Based Natural Resource Management
Southern African Context

NACSO 
Maxi Louis 



Presentation Content

v What is CBNRM

v Legal Framework  

v CBNRM  & SU

v Benefits of 
CBNRM within 
Sustainable Use 
Context



CBNRM and Sustainable Use

§ POLICY CONTEXT: 15th CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES (COP-15)

§ The next meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention of Biological Diversity 
(COP-15) will take place in Kunming, China in March 2021. 

§

§ During COP-15, the CBD will finalise its post-2020 global biodiversity framework (GBF), an 
important step towards creating its 2050 vision of “living in harmony with nature”.

§ Prior to and during COP-15, it is important for the Group of African States to advocate for rights 
of African people to sustainably use the wild biological resources upon which their livelihoods 
depend. 

§ The draft post-2020 GBF is currently open for review ahead of COP-15 in Kunming next year. 
Targets 4, 8, 15, and 20 are especially relevant:



Community Based Natural Resources 
q Global Strategy to 

enhance Conservation 
Outcomes

q Empowers Communities 
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rangeland, wildlife)
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agreed upon by the 
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Why Is Sustainable Use Important?

§ SU is a core feature of viable rural 
economies in many places. It contributes to 
biodiversity conservation, economic 
development, food security, health, and 
maintaining cultural traditions.

§ SU benefits people because it:
§ provides food, fuel, fibre, and medicine
§ provides income and jobs, especially in rural 

areas
§ improves physical, psychological, and 

spiritual wellbeing
§ empowers local people with rights to access, 

manage, and benefit from biodiversity



Why Is Sustainable Use Important?

§ SU benefits conservation because it:
§ incentivises species and habitat conservation
§ protects land for biodiversity
§ offsets costs of living alongside dangerous animals

§ However, effective SU can be hampered by:
§ conflict between people and wildlife (injury and death, infrastructure 

damage, crop and livestock loss, diseases transmission)
§ weak tenure, poor recognition or enforcement of local rights
§ unequal distribution of costs and benefits from wildlife
§ powerful external interests that seek to undermine local people’s rights



Benefits



KEY POSITIONS

§ By protecting local people’s rights to SU , we protect biodiversity by 
creating appropriate incentives to manage biodiversity sustainably :

§ Use/access
§ Alienation/sale
§ Benefit
§ Exclusion
§ But there are also rights of:
§ Personal/ community security
§ Self-determination



Community Conservation is at the heart of Southern 
African  economy 

and future development plans. 
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you!!


